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Priority 3 plant species, one Priority 4 plant species and  20 introduced plants). The changes in 
total numbers from 1992 to these more recent figures are apparently due to taxonomic changes 
to some of the species. 
 

 
Figure 9. Dissected sandstone creates deep gorges for endemic species such as Livistonia palms 

There are a number of recommendations in Research Bulletin 6. There is also some 
consistency between the recommendations of this report and the strategies in the final 
management plan (a draft Purnululu management plan was available at the time of the  
Research Bulletin 6 and in fact the biological survey document references the draft 
management plan).  

The Research Bulletin 6 document concentrates specifically on conservation of the area’s 
vegetation and wildlife. It provides a lot of the detail that would normally be found in 
management plans of this period particularly in relation to nature conservation which has limited 
related strategies in the plan.  

Of particular relevance are the recommendations from CALM Research Bulletin 6 in relation to 
establishing a GIS and recommendations in relation to fire as follows (extract CALM Research 
Bulletin 6) :- 

A1. Establish a GIS 

A1.1. Introduce a geographic  information system for the storage of data on wildlife 
distribution, vegetation, degradation, fire history, tourist access, Aboriginal sites and 
experimental plots. This database would then be used for management planning, 
prediction and information retrieval. 



25 
 

E. Fire Regime ( E1 Experimental trials) 

E1.1 Establish long-term, carefully monitored experimental trials to examine the effects 
of different burning regimes on native plants and animals. 

E3. Protect long-unburnt patches 

E3.1 The Desert Mouse, at least, appears to favour areas with long intervals between 
fires. A reasonable proportion of such old spinifex country should be adequately 
protected. 

E4. Establish a considered fire strategy 

E4.1. Based on the above points and other criteria (e.g. protection of tourists, protection 
of rehabilitation plots, more general legislation relating to burning) prepare and 
implement a systematic policy governing fire regime in the Park area. The optimum 
policy is most likely to be one which uses a mosaic of burning to maintain a wide range 
of vegetation ages and types. 

While these strategies are not drawn from the plan under assessment and do not have the 
same requirements in relation to implementation and auditing, these issues from 1992 are still 
relevant and largely unresolved and highlight the lack of strategic nature conservation direction 
in the management plan which is reflected in limited nature conservation outputs. Perhaps due 
to this limited strategic nature conservation direction the potential utilization of regional 
strategies for nature conservation under a draft Regional Management Plan was referred to 
during the interviews for this assessment. Similarly, a draft document under development -Draft 
Regional Fire Plan (Kimberley Region) - was referred to by district staff as a potential guiding 
management document for important nature conservation related management activities.  
However, these plans do not appear to have any formal status. 

Key Finding 6 
 

There is a lack of nature conservation related strategies in the plan and therefore limited 
nature conservation outputs.  

DEC Response 
 
The Department has implemented specific strategies that assist in achieving conservation 
outcomes. One such example is the maintenance of fences on the recently acquired Ord River 
Regeneration Reserve and feral animal control on the reserve. This has the effect of controlling 
re-invasion of the park by feral species (camels, donkeys and cattle). 

The lack of formal status of the draft regional strategies for nature conservation and fire 
management has not hindered the region’s fire and nature conservation programs. Annual burn 
programs are also developed in conjunction with the Purnululu Fire Management Committee 
(including traditional owners and adjacent pastoralists). 
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The approach to fire is consistent with that taken with most management plans over the past 
five years, where there has been a deliberate move away from overly-prescriptive strategies 
that are quickly dated by unplanned fire. The fire management framework described in the 
Regional Fire Management Plan framework is not dissimilar to the current contents of the fire 
section of any new management plan, including the inclusion of performance indicators. 

Draft park-specific strategies have also been prepared for invasive species but none has formal 
status. 

Conservation Commission response 
 
Reference is made in the DEC response to the inclusion of performance indicators in the 
regional strategies which may impact on nature conservation outcomes. This is noted however it 
is unclear what the indicators are, and what the reporting requirements are if these documents 
remain informal.  
 
The Conservation Commission is concerned with the use of strategic documents which have no 
formal status. The cyclical process of plan endorsement; performance assessment; and 
implementing change is considered as vital for the demonstration of continuous improvement in 
management. When planning documents which have not been endorsed are in use, the 
assessment criteria are uncertain and this in turn can potentially break down the performance 
assessment phase of the continuous improvement cycle. This matter will be pursued with DEC 
to better determine the role of these draft and proposed strategic planning documents 
particularly in relation to the reporting of nature conservation outcomes. 
 
 
Re-development of the Bellburn airstrip 
 
An airstrip had been developed in the Park at the commencement of the plan. The plan states 
that the airstrip ‘provides an opportunity for visitors to fly in to the Park, join a conducted tour, 
stay overnight and fly out the next day, or to join a shorter tour which arrives and departs by air 
on the same day. This is the preferred method to access the Park so that visitor impacts are 
limited, and the feeling of relative wilderness can be maintained’. 
 

A significant upgrade of Bellburn airstrip was completed in 2006, to reportedly achieve a 
standard suitable for aircraft up to 5,700 kg conducting transport operations. The upgrade 
included a redesign of drainage around the airstrip, as well as widening and lengthening the 
strip, and re-surfacing. The upgrade was planned as a result of requests from the tourism 
industry to improve aircraft access and safety in the park. 

Resource Management Plans  

An annual report is produced by park staff which summarizes park activities for the preceding 
year and makes recommendations for the work program in the coming year, including priority 
work-program requirements. In this annual report there are summary observations in relation to 
visitation statistics for the year. This output fulfills some plan strategies to a degree. Other 
important related strategies such as guidelines for road access have not been formalized and 
the important question of maintaining the 4-wheel drive only access to the park or improving the 
access road will need to be addressed for the revised management plan. These types of 
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decisions will be more difficult without detailed monitoring and established public consultation 
mechanisms (see Key Finding 2 relating to the Community Advisory Committee - the roading 
strategy was to be developed through the Park Council and the CAC).  
 
There is also a plan requirement to develop a policy in relation to environmental assessment of 
development proposals and operations, including identification of proposals and operations 
which should be subject to such assessment (see also Key Finding 3). Determinations in 
relation to future potential developments that may affect the national park, including potential 
future DEC management developments and re-developments, and discussions in relation to 
potential alternate access to the park will be made more difficult by the lack of formal policy and 
also the lack of resource management plans and related monitoring particularly in relation to 
hydrology and geology. 

Key Finding 7 
 

Some of the key strategies such as a policy in relation to the environmental assessment 
of development proposals and operations and resource management plans for hydrology 
and geology have not been produced and implemented as per the requirements of the 
plan.  

DEC Response 

It is clear that some of the strategies in the plan are no longer relevant and there has been a 
significant shift in the way DEC conducts its business, both at a planning and operational level. 
The emphasis on deferring planning decisions to subsidiary documents (eg. resource 
management plans for hydrology and geology), is unnecessary where these matters can 
adequately be dealt with as part of the normal approval process for development proposals. 

Conservation Commission response 
 
From the response to this finding and to key finding 3 it is apparent that there has been a 
determination by DEC that certain aspects of the management plan such as the development of 
resource management plans and internal environmental assessment of certain re-development 
proposals may be unnecessary. However, to provide assurance that deliberations on the need 
to assess developments are being appropriately considered, it is important to formalize and 
document such decisions. Some of the actions in the plan, such as forming a Community 
Advisory Committee and developing a policy on internal assessments, cannot be considered to 
be implemented as the underlying requirement (e.g. forming the committee) was not achieved. 
The Conservation Commission requests that as per management plan requirements, DEC, in 
association with the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee (or alternatively the proposed 
Purnululu World Heritage Area Advisory Committee), develop a policy on the internal 
environmental assessment of development proposals and operations, including identification of 
proposals and operations which should be subject to such assessment. Progress in relation to 
this finding will be assessed at the 12 month review of this performance assessment. 
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OUTCOMES 
All the above results in impacts or "outcomes", hopefully achieving defined goals and 

objectives. 

 

Biodiversity Audit 

The document A Biodiversity Audit of Western Australia’s 53 Biogeographical Subregions in 
2002, Ed. J.E. May and N.L. McKenzie, Department of Conservation and Land Management, 
found the following for Purnululu NP and Conservation Park: – ‘generally reserve management 
standards were ranked as ‘fair’ with biodiversity values and or management issues poorly 
identified; resource degradation is occurring though retrievable. Issues – Regular cattle and 
donkey controls are implemented. Permanent ranger presence. Prescribed burning both aerial 
and hand undertaken’. 

Regeneration of eroded areas 

The majority of regeneration work undertaken in the management area was undertaken prior to 
the commencement of the management plan. For instance treatment in the mid 1980s involving 
commercial mustering and shooting from helicopters removed some 25000 head of cattle and 
around 4000 feral donkeys. There was also work done in this area to allow the re-establishment 
of grasses by ripping hardpan areas and seeding with pasture species. Some small areas were 
ripped to allow water penetration but most of the eroded areas were allowed to regenerate 
without any ripping or seeding. Follow-up control of feral donkeys and cattle has reportedly kept 
numbers to a minimum over the park, and there is Feral Animal Control Plan for the park. 

 
Figure 10. Monitoring point in 1991 and in 2008 ‐ east of Picaninny – Bellburn turnoff 

 
Regeneration is clear in some areas and less so in others but the removal of hard-hoofed 
grazers has clearly stabilized the site and allowed prolific regeneration and revegetation over 
much of the area. This, in turn, has increased the need to implement an appropriate fire regime. 

Fire management outcomes 
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Burning of strategic buffers commenced in 1987. This was the first application of aerial 
prescribed burning in the Kimberley. Subsequently there has been an ongoing program of 
protective burning in order to protect Park assets from the possibility of frequent large scale 
wildfires. There is a strong focus on the management of visitor risks by minimizing the fire risks 
through prescribed burning early in the dry season. 
 
There is an ongoing requirement to develop and apply an appropriate fire management regime 
for the area. Plan Section 4.7 Fire highlights the requirement for a fire management plan to be 
prepared and implemented. A draft DEC Regional Fire Plan is under development however it is 
unclear what strategic guidance this will include for the Purnululu management area.  Also 
noted during the assessment were comments by traditional owners that there was concern that 
uncontrolled fire was affecting cultural sites (particularly artwork) within the park.  A prescribed 
burn was being undertaken during the period of the field inspection for this assessment. The 
planning template for this prescribed burn was sighted in the assessment and the document 
appeared to be an essentially generic document lacking in site specific details.  

This particular fire burnt significantly more of the park than was planned for and damaged some 
park infrastructure. The fire burnt up onto the lower reaches of the massif itself which is an 
undesirable outcome for the site. While a review of the outcomes of this burn was undertaken, 
based upon the inspection of the prescribed burning records there is little documented evidence 
of a systematic review of the outcomes of prescribed burning in the park. 

 
Figure 11. Aerial view of prescribed burn undertaken in April 2008 
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Key Finding 8 
 
A fire management plan for the area is yet to be prepared and implemented.  

DEC Response 

The department has made a commitment to the traditional custodians of the area to work with 
them to prepare strategies to (a) more fully involve them in the burning program; and (b) 
minimise the potential impact of fire on cultural sites. The sensitivity of art sites to fire was 
addressed in a study commissioned by DEC this year. 

Annual burn programs are developed in conjunction with the Purnululu Fire Management 
Committee and fire patterns established as part of early dry season burning programs have 
enabled better fire suppression capability in times of wildfire. 

Conservation Commission response 
 
There is an ongoing requirement to develop and apply a fire management plan for the area. At 
the time of the 12 month review an update of the status in relation to this finding will be 
requested. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The plan has not delivered management with traditional owners in the manner which has been 
experienced from the implementation of more contemporary joint management planning 
arrangements. 

As noted in other assessments undertaken by the Conservation Commission the continuity and 
filling of positions in general is a constraint to the delivery of management in the remote areas of 
the State. The delivery of core functions required to continue to maintain the park are managed 
within the current limited staffing inputs due to the experienced and dedicated park staff.  

Overall the area has continued to revegetate from an eroded state (due to historical 
overgrazing) through the removal of hard-hoofed grazers. This has clearly stabilized the site and 
allowed prolific regeneration and revegetation over much of the area. This, in turn, has 
emphasized the need to develop and apply an appropriate fire management regime for the 
area. The plan stipulates the development of a resource management plan for fire management 
which has not yet been achieved. 

In general the management plan provides limited strategic direction in relation to biodiversity 
management issues and there is a lack of strategic direction in the plan relating to nature 
conservation strategies for the park. 



STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

1 PARK MANAGEMENT   
1.1 Purnululu Park Council   

1
All matters of Aboriginal interest in the Park will be referred to the PPC for its consideration. The PPC will develop 
park management policies in relation to these matters and will report directly to the Minister for the Environment. 

3
PPC exists, not yet functioning to potential. Issues relating to 

Native Title impair progress 

2 The PPC will determine its procedures and will meet regularly.  4
PPC meets 3 ‐4 times per annum, procedures not 
documented

3
The PPC will refer any matter relating to Aboriginal cultural heritage to the Purnululu Cultural Heritage Committee 
for advice and comment prior to making any decisions on the matter. 

3
PCHC has not been established, the Federal government 
have hinted that they may fund this via the Indigenous 
heritage management unit at DEWHA.

4
Any matter on which agreement cannot be reached will be referred to the Minister for the Environment for 
direction. 

TO date there has been not issue requiring this action.

5
The PPC will keep the NPNCA and the Community Advisory Committee briefed on decisions arising from the PPC so
that they can consider such decisions and advise the Minister independently as they  see fit. 

1 CAC has not been established

6
Joint Jaru / Kija representation on the PPC will remain in place until the current dispute is resolved, after which 
Aboriginal representation on the PPC may be varied to reflect the outcome of the dispute. 

1
Dispute has hampered this KLC unsupportive, however it is a 
DEWHA requirement. PPC is all Kija, we consult with Jaru less 
formally.

1.2 Purnululu Community Advisory Committee   

1 A Community Advisory Committee will be formed as soon as practicable after the release of this plan.  1 CAC has not been established

2 The Community Advisory Committee will keep the PPC and NPNCA briefed on its decisions.  1 CAC has not been established
1.3 National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority   

1
The NPNCA will keep the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee briefed on decisions arising from the 
NPNCA in relation to the Park so that they can consider such determinations and advise the Minister independently
as they see fit. 

1 There has been no evidence of this

2 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

1
New development proposals and some operations will require internal environmental assessment prior to 
implementation.

3 ongoing, process needs streamlining and documenting.

2

CALM, in association with the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee, will develop a policy on the internal 
environmental assessment of development  proposals and operations, including identification of proposals and 
operations which should be subject to such assessment, to ensure developments and operations have minimal 
impact on the natural and cultural resources and values of the Park. 

3 ongoing, process needs streamlining and documenting.
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

3
Where internal environmental assessment is required, a written report will be prepared and submitted to the PPC 
and the Community Advisory Committee. 

3 ongoing, process needs streamlining and documenting.

4
Prior to making their assessment, the PPC will seek the advice of the Purnululu Cultural Heritage Committee in 
relation to any report on the impact of a proposed development or operation on Aboriginal heritage values of the   Not assessed
Park. 

PCHC has not been established, the Federal government 
have hinted that they may fund this via the Indigenous 
heritage management unit at DEWHA.

3 PARK BOUNDARIES AND TENURE   
3.1 'Park Boundaries and Tenure   

1
Any negotiations on future preferred boundaries of the Purnululu National Park will ensure that land tenure and 
Park boundaries provide the best possible protection to the environmental and cultural values of the area. 

3

There is a requirement of the WH listing the  inclusion of the 
Purnululu Conservation area into the National park be 
expedited, however there is little documented evidence 
negotiations on this.

2
The PPC and the Community Advisory Committee will comment on proposals to extend the National Park into the 
Conservation Reserve, and into adjacent pastoral leases as opportunities arise. 

3 as above

3

Lease holders will be consulted to determine a preferred course of action for future management of adjacent 
lands. Three possible courses of action to be considered are: • Government acquisition of portions of leases from 
current leaseholders • agreements for management as per Section 16 of the CALM Act • restructuring of 
boundaries with adjacent properties. 

3

Parcels of land adjacent to Purnululu Conservation reserve 

will be included under the 2015 acquisitions.

4
CALM will liaise with appropriate bodies to incorporate sections of the Ord River Regeneration Reserve into the 
National Park. 

1
 There is little documented evidence negotiations on this, 
current funding to manage ORRR inadequate

5
Further discussions will be held with DOLA with a view to transferring existing trigonometric sites out of the Park. If 
alternative sites are to be located within the Park, the advice of the PPC will be  sought. 

1  

3.2 Mining Leases and Exploration Licenses   

1

Applications for an exploration licence to undertake non ground‐disturbing exploration within the Purnululu 
National Park would require notification to DEP, referral to CALM and the NPNCA and the concurrence of the 
Minister for the Environment. If approved the licence would be subject to strict environmental conditions. 
Exploration involving significant environmental disturbance may be approved following referral to CALM, NPNCA 
and EPA if required. Productive mining in the Park would be subject to EPA assessment, concurrence of the 
Minster for the Environment and Parliamentary approval.

3

This process takes place, however further complications need

to be addressed under the EPBC act. This is a requirement of 

the World Heritage listing.
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

2

Exploration licences within Purnululu Conservation Reserve may be approved by the Minister for Minerals and 
Energy following referral to CALM, recommendations of the NPNCA and the Minister for the Environment, and 
would be subject to strict environmental guidelines. Exploration involving environmentally significant disturbance 
may be referred to the EPA if required. In the case of productive mining proposals approval may be granted 
following assessment by the Department of Minerals and Energy, receipt by CALM/NPNCA of a Notice of Intent, 
and recommendations of the NPNCA and the Minister for the Environment. EPA can assess if significant impact is 
likely, and in the case of formal assessment the Minister for the Environment may impose conditions. 

4

This process takes place, however further complications need

to be addressed under the EPBC act. This is a requirement of 

the World Heritage listing.

3
The PPC and the Community Advisory Committee may provide advice to the Minister on all mining and exploration 
proposals. 

4
This has only been tested once of twice. Process needs to be 
documented.

4
Applications for mining activity that may result in significant disturbance may be referred to the Department of 
Environmental Protection. Conditions consistent with this management plan will be recommended in order to 
minimise impacts on the biophysical and cultural environments and to ensure effective subsequent rehabilitation. 

4 as above

3.3 Living Area Leases   

1

Ministerial approval will be sought to establish three living areas for Aboriginal traditional owners within the Park. 
With the approval of the Minister and the NPNCA, the Executive Director will grant leases for living areas at a 
peppercorn rent for the maximum permissible term under the CALM Act. The living area leases will include 
negotiated terms and conditions which secure reasonable Aboriginal aspirations while taking due account of other 
Park values. 

4

Three leases approved, however one lease yet to  have 

agreement signs by proponent. Dispute between Kija and 

Jaru in relation to  Native title has complicated matter. 
2 Aboriginal residents shall have appropriate access to approved living areas.  4

3
The PPC and the NPNCA will provide advice to the Minister on all matters pertaining to Aboriginal living areas and 
access. 

3 Little or no development has taken place on the leases.

4
All site planning and design and construction criteria will be subject to an internal environmental assessment 
procedure (Section B,2) and will be consistent with the management for residents' requirements (Section B.7). 

1 as above

5
Applications for additional living areas will be endorsed by the Aboriginal traditional owners prior to their 
consideration by the PPC. 

1 as above

4. 0 
MANAGEMENT 
OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES 
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

4. 1 Resource 
Management 
Programs 

 

1
An annual works program will be prepared and submitted to the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee for 
their consideration. 

4 ongoing 

2
An annual operations plan will be prepared for each category of natural resource (including fire and rehabilitation) 
to provide the basis for management decisions in relation to natural resources until the RMPs are developed. This 
plan will be submitted to the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee for their consideration. 

3

Pest plant and animal plans have been completed, Fire 

management plan is  being compiled.

3
Resource management programs will be prepared in order to provide detailed information on each natural 
resource and its management. These programs will be submitted to the PPC and the Community Advisory 
Committee for their consideration. 

3 as above

4 A GIS will be established.  1 Plans to have this start by June 2008
4.2 Hydrology   

1
A resource management program (Section B 4. 1) will be prepared for hydrological resources of the Park, including 
river systems, permanent waterholes, springs, seeps and groundwater. The program will include monitoring of 
groundwater extraction, and an assessment of available water resources. 

3
current infrastructure maintained, there is a meed to 
developed monitoring and of extraction to enable 
predictions of future water requirements

2
In the development of all Park facilities an internal environmental assessment procedure will determine impacts on
hydrology (Section B.2). 

1

3 The conservation of scarce water resources will be incorporated in the design of future Park buildings.  1 no evidence

4.3 Soils and Geomorphology   

1
A resource management program (Section B 4. 1) will be prepared for the management of soils and the surface of 
the massif and outliers. 

1 maintenance is completed as required

2
In the development of all Park facilities an internal environmental assessment procedure will consider the impact 
of the proposed development on soils (Section B.2). 

4 Taken into consideration. No documentation

4.4 Landscape   

1
A resource management program (Section B 4. 1) will be prepared for the protection of landscape. The visual 
resources of each landscape character type will be assessed and areas of high scenic quality requiring special 
management will be recorded. Degraded areas in need of rehabilitation will also be assessed. 

4 The weed management plan covers this in part.

2
In the planning and development of all Park facilities, an internal environmental assessment procedure will 
consider impacts on visual landscape values. (Section B.2). 

4 Taken into consideration. No documentation

4.5 Flora and Vegetation   

APPENDIX 1



STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

1
A resource management program (Section B 4. 1) will be prepared for the Park's flora, including the use of 
appropriate fire management practices, and assessment of exotic species and proposals for their prevention, 
eradication or control. 

4
Nature conservation has completed some survey work.

Ongoing

2
In the development of all Park facilities an internal environmental assessment procedure will consider the impact 
of the proposed development on flora (Section B.2). 

4 as above

3 Vegetation surveys will aim to assess and define significant species and associations in the Park.  4 as above
4.6 Fauna   

1
A resource management program (Section B 4. 1) will be prepared for the Park's fauna, including an assessment of 
feral species and proposals for their eradication or control. 

4 A feral animal management plan has been drafted

2
In the development of all Park facilities an procedure will consider the impact of the proposed development on 
fauna (Section B.2).

4 Taken into consideration. No documentation

3
Surveys will aim to assess species, population levels, and conservation status and habitat requirements of fauna in 
the Park. 

4 Taken into consideration. No documentation

4
Domestic animals will be allowed in the Park only under conditions of permit as provided by the Executive Director 
and in accordance with guidelines developed by the PPC. Domestic cats will not be allowed in the Park. 

5 Complete

4.7 Fire   

1
A resource management program (Section B 4. 1) will be prepared on fire management for the Park which will 
include research needs and priorities. 

3
On ground works are complete/ongoing. However more 
needs to do on research.

2
In the development of all Park facilities an internal environmental assessment procedure will consider the 
proposed development in the context of fire protection (Section B.2).  

4 Taken into consideration. No documentation

3
Until a fire management plan is prepared, prescribed burning in the Park will be restricted to research, the 
protection of life and property, and strategic burning to protect the Park from wildfire. 

4
Yearly fire management is planned via the 'Fire advisory 
Committee. A published Fire management plan is yet to be 
established.

4
Fire management procedures will comply with CALM Policy Statement No. 19 (Fire Management Policy) and 
provisions of the Bush Fire Act. 

5

4.8 Rehabilitation   

1
A resource management program (Section B 4. 1) will be prepared on rehabilitation of the Park's degraded 
resources. This program will include reference to the prevention, control and eradication, if feasible, of exotic flora 
and fauna. 

4
Pest plant and animal plans have been completed, Fire 

management plan is  being compiled.

2
All Park developments will be subject to an internal environmental assessment procedure which will refer to 
erosion potential and to rehabilitation requirements (Section B.2). 

4 Taken into consideration. No documentation
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

3
Until a rehabilitation management plan is prepared, rehabilitation operations will be in accordance with the annual 
operations plan (Section B 4.1, Strategy 2) and referred to the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee for 
their consideration. 

4

5. 0  MANAGEMENT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES   
5.1 Purnululu Cultural Heritage Committee   

1
All matters pertaining to Aboriginal cultural heritage including Aboriginal sites and objects will be referred to the 
PCHC. 

4
PCHC has not been established, the Federal government 
have hinted that they may fund this via the Indigenous 
heritage management unit at DEWHA.

2 Aboriginal cultural heritage information will be held in confidence unless approved in writing by the PCHC.  5 Referred to Traditional Owners

3
Access to any site of Aboriginal significance will not be permitted or encouraged unless specifically agreed to by the
PCHC.

5 as above

4 The PPC will refer applications for work and/or research to the PCHC for its advice.  1 N/A

5
Neither the Aboriginal traditional owners, nor the PCHC will be required to divulge or otherwise compromise any 
cultural information. 

5 Complete

5.2 Traditional Aboriginal Activities   

1
In consultation with the PCHC, the PPC shall recommend areas within the Park for use by Aboriginal traditional 
owners for traditional activities such as hunting and gathering, or for ceremonial purposes.

4 No impact as yet

2

In consultation with the PCHC, the PPC shall develop guidelines pertaining to Aboriginal hunting and gathering as 
well as ceremonial activities to ensure that: natural resources do not become unduly depleted; incompatible 
activities are not carried out in or near visitor use areas; the possibility of interruption or intrusion by visitors is 
minimised;  firearms in the Park will be licensed and separately registered with CALM's District Manager and; 
operated within strict safety procedures (Section B 8.2); suitable access is provided to areas established for hunting 
and gathering; a system for monitoring the use of natural resources of the Park will be developed and 
implemented.

4 as above

5.3 Colonial Cultural Heritage   

1
The Colonial cultural heritage of the Park will be recorded and future management will take Colonial heritage 
values into consideration.

4 Taken into consideration. 

6. 0  MANAGEMENT FOR PUBLIC USE   
6.1 Framework for Management of Public Use  5

1 Maintain low key public access in a way which retains the wilderness values of the Park.  5 Complete

2
Ensure that proposals for future visitor facilities, including provision of commercial accommodation, are consistent 
with the Park's unique natural and cultural values. 

5 "
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

3 Encourage appropriate nature‐based recreation activities which enhance visitor appreciation of the Park.  5 "

4 Monitor visitor numbers and the impacts of visitor use.  5 "

5 All proposed visitor developments will be subject to an internal environmental assessment procedure (Section B.2) 5 "

6 A system of zoning will be considered to provide a base for the regulation of activities within defined locations.  5 "

6.2 Access   

1

Road access will continue to be low key to maintain the wilderness character of the Park. Guidelines for road 
access will be developed in consultation with the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee, and will reflect the 
current four‐wheel drive sole access arrangements, wet season access restrictions, and fee collection 
arrangements. 

5 Complete

2 An internal environmental assessment procedure will be applied to proposed road developments (Section B.2).  5

Aerial Access   

1
Guidelines on aerial access developed by CALM will be monitored and reviewed by the PPC and the Community 
Advisory Committee. Applications for use of the Park airstrip will be processed by CALM in accordance with these 
guidelines. 

5 Complete

2
Guidelines for wet season helicopter access will be prepared by CALM and referred to the PPC and the Community 
Advisory Committee. 

5 Complete

3
Fees will continue to apply for aircraft landing rights at the airstrip, and for helicopter operations at the Park. 
Relocation of the helicopter operator's camp will be considered, and referred to the PPC and the Community 
Advisory Committee. 

5 Complete

6.3 Recreation   

1
Guidelines for walking access will be developed, and referred to the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee. 
These guidelines will include reference to: the protection of cultural, biological and landscape values; permits for 
overnight, extended, wet season, or unmarked walks; a code for minimal impact bushwalking; visitor safety. 

5 Complete

2 An internal environmental assessment procedure (Section B.2) will be applied to proposed walks.  5 Complete
Day Use Areas   

1 Day use areas will be developed subject to review by the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee.  5 Complete

2
An internal assessment procedure (Section B.2) will be applied to the upgrading of current and proposed day use 
areas. 

5 Complete
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

Camping   

1 Current camping areas at Belburn Creek, Walardi and Kurrajong will be monitored and improved as required. 5 Complete

2
Further camping areas will be developed subject to internal environmental assessment and referral to the PPC and 
the Community Advisory Committee. It is likely that new areas will be developed in the hills away from the massif 
within the Conservation Reserve. 

1 N/A

3
Development of remote camping areas linked to low‐impact bushwalking and wet season aerial access will be 
considered subject to appropriate guidelines, and referral to PPC and the Community Advisory Committee.

3
PPC are consulted, however there are on documented 

guidelines.
6.4 Commercial Operations   

1
Commercial operations which facilitate visitor enjoyment of the Park will be encouraged, but will be required to 
recognise the very high natural and cultural values of the of the area and comply with the limitations these impose.

5 Commercial operators are subject to Licensing agreements

2
Commercial operations will be subject to scrutiny by the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee, and to 
internal environmental assessment.

5 as above

3 All concessions, whether lease or licence, will require the approval of the NPNCA and the Minister.  5 Complete
6.5 Information, Education and Interpretation   

1

Guidelines for the provision of information, education and interpretation will be developed, consistent with the 
Park policy on public use (Section B 6.1), and referred to the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee. These 
guidelines will include reference to: interpretation programs; Aboriginal involvement in Park management visitor 
information/orientation facilities; flora and fauna and the ecological basis underlying their management; Aborigina
and Colonial cultural history; information on the state of the access road, fees and visitor safety. 

4

No guidelines specific to the Park, however reference is 

made to Tour operators manual.

2
Internal environmental assessment procedure (Section B.2) will be applied to developments associated with the 
provision of information, education and interpretation. 

4  

7. 0  MANAGEMENT FOR RESIDENTS   
7.1 Housing   

1

Residential development plans will be produced in accordance with guidelines prepared by the PPC, and will be 
submitted to the PPC, the Community Advisory Committee and the NPNCA for their consideration. These plans will 
be compatible with the overall planning philosophy for the Park and sympathetic to environmental and cultural 
values. 

1 No guidelines specific to the Park.

2
Residential development plans including the provision of housing, facilities and other essential services will be 
subject to an internal assessment procedure (Section B.2). 

4 Taken into consideration. No documentation

7.2 Services   
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

1
Where provision of community services entails construction or major alteration of facilities it will be subject to an 
internal assessment procedure (Section B.2). 

3 Taken into consideration. No documentation

2
The PPC will develop guidelines on the provision of community services, including health, education and 
communication facilities. 

1 no guideline drafted

8 SAFETY   
8.1 Visitor Safety   

1
Guidelines for visitor safety will be developed by CALM, and reviewed by the PPC and the Community Advisory 
Committee. Advice will be provided for visitors in brochures and on notice boards. 

5 ongoing

2 Public awareness of safety will be promoted.  5 ongoing
8.2 Occupational Health and Safety   

1
All Park staff will be trained in first aid, occupational safety, basic bushcraft and survival skills, radio 
communications, search and rescue, fire management and safe use of firearms.

5 ongoing

2
Firearms in the Park will be licensed, registered with the CALM District Manager and operated in accordance with 
strict safety guidelines. 

5 complete

8.3 Emergency Procedures   
1 Procedures will be developed for civil or medical emergencies. These will be regularly reviewed.  5 complete
2 Park staff and residents will be kept informed of emergency procedures.  5 ongoing

3 Staff will be trained in fire suppression management, search and rescue procedures and first aid (Section B 8.2).  5 ongoing

9 PARK ADMINISTRATION   
9.1 Staffing   

1 Provide adequate staff to implement this plan.  1 Inadequate staffing levels

2
The PPC will develop guidelines for the selection and induction of staff employed by CALM within the Park. 
Selection guidelines will attend to CALM policy. 

1 PPC not involved

3 Staff requirements will be monitored to ensure adequate protection and management of the Park.  1 Inadequate staffing levels
4 Promote the appointment of Aboriginal traditional owners to staff positions.  3 Ad hoc

5
The PPC will investigate additional categories of employment for Aboriginal people including contracts, 
consultancies and other forms of full‐time or part‐time employment. 

3

9.2 Staff Training   

1
Staff training and development programs will be provided for staff in accordance with guidelines developed by the 
PPC (Section B 7.2). 

4 ongoing

9.3 Communications   
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

1
An appropriate communications network will be established and maintained for the Park. In planning for and 
installing communication facilities, the communication needs of Park residents and visitors will be considered. 

4 Upgrade in due for implementation mid 2008

2
Installation of communication facilities will comply with internal environmental assessment procedures (Section 
B.2).

5

9.4 Park Headquarters   

1
A Park Headquarters development plan will be produced and referred to the PPC and the Community Advisory 
Committee. 

3
Works are referred on a case basis only, guidelines need to 
be development

2
Site development plans will be prepared before the construction of management facilities as identified in the 
development plan and subject to an internal environmental assessment procedure (Section B.2).

5 as above

10 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION   
10.1 Research and Monitoring   

1
Compile an inventory of natural and cultural resources of the Park, and transfer to GIS as the facility becomes 
available (Section B 4. 1).

1

2
Establish research and monitoring priorities in accordance with guidelines developed by the PPC and the 
Community Advisory Committee. 

3
Work undertaken and referred to PPC, no documented 
Guidelines.

3
Research proposals will be referred to the PPC for its consideration. The advice of the PCHC will be sought for 
research proposals involving matters of cultural significance. 

5 ongoing

4 The use and dissemination of Aboriginal cultural information will be subject to approval by the PCHC.  5 referred to PAC 

10.2 Park Programs   

1
Priorities for management strategies and a five‐year implementation plan will be prepared and referred to the PPC 
and the Community Advisory Committee. 

3

2
The implementation plan will be reviewed annually by the PPC and the Community Advisory Committee, and an 
annual progress report will be prepared by CALM staff for their consideration.  

1 not happening

3
The NPNCA will monitor the implementation of the Purnululu National Park management plan as required under 
the CALM Act. 

5  

10.3 Term of Plan   
1 The term of this plan will be ten years, in accordance with Section 55(6) of the CALM Act.  5 Current plan three years out of date.

2
There is provision under Section 61 of the CALM Act for the plan to be amended, as required. If proposed 
amendments mean major changes to the plan, the revised plan will be released for the statutory period of public 
review. 
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STRATEGY 
NUMBER

STRATEGY

LEVEL OF        
IMPLEMENTATION      

Fully implemented (5)
Partially implemented  (4)

Started (3)
Planning stage (2)                    

No planning or  implementation (1)    

No longer relevant (NR)

COMMENT

3

The management plan will be reviewed five years following gazettal. This review will identify the extent to which 
management objectives have been achieved and strategies implemented, the reasons for lack of intended 
achievement or implementation, and a summary of information which may affect future management. The review 
will be released for public comment for the statutory period of two months.  

4

review undertaken, no recommendations received at ground 

level.
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APPENDIX 2 

Assessment Process 

The assessment process incorporated a self-assessment by the district then checks of office 
records, interviews with staff responsible for the implementation of priority actions, and site 
inspections within the National Park.  

1. Self-assessment table sent to East Kimberley District 25th January 2008. 
2. Completed self-assessment table received 22nd February 2008. 
3. District meetings and records checks at DEC Kununurra Office 25th February 

2008 to 28th February 2008. 
4. Field visit to Purnululu National Park and records check at Park Headquarters 

21st April 2008 to 24th April 2008. 
5. Work in Progress draft assessment report sent to East Kimberley District for 

content discussion 26th May 2008. 
6. First draft to Conservation Commission for endorsement to send to DEC for 

formal response to findings - 18th June 2008. 
7. Final draft forwarded to DEC for response to Key Findings – 27th August 2008. 
8. DEC response to key findings received – 28th November 2008. 
9. Final draft presented at Conservation Commission Performance Assessment 

Review Committee 19th January 2009. 
10. Final draft  approved at the Conservation Commission meeting 16th February 

2009. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 3 
Extract from document titled Bungle Bungle National Park and Conservation Reserve Visitor 
Survey April – September 1987



APPENDIX 3 
Extract from document titled Bungle Bungle National Park and Conservation Reserve Visitor 
Survey April – September 1987




